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‘Interesting happenings occurring with Britain’s free-living wild boar’

Dear All,

Welcome to our most recent newsletter, with updates on what has been happening with
Britain’s wild boar populations. As interest in the newsletter grows, we aim to continually improve its
presentation, and for ease of use this issue contains hyperlinks to the various sections and

accompanying sources.
‘Interesting happenings’ that have occurred recently include:

Forestry Commission issue a zero tolerance policy towards wild boar in Thetford Forest

Freedom of information Act and wild boar culling in the Dean

University of Worcester survey

Dog attacked in the Forest of Dean

Educational Materials to Forest of Dean Primary Schools

Wild boar to control the spread of Bracken

Forestry Commission issue a zero tolerance policy towards wild boar in Thetford Forest

— Reported by Radio 4’s farming today programme

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00nd1c8/Farming Today 27
10 2009/

“Farmers in East Anglia, one of the largest domestic pig-producing areas in the country, have
reportedly hired a marksman to shoot wild boar which they say could ruin their businesses by
breaking into domestic pig units, potentially spreading disease and attacking the resident domestic pig
boar. Three wild boar have already been reported killed in East Anglia, although sightings in the

region are relatively few and far between. To prevent a population of wild boar establishing in


http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00nd1c8/Farming_Today_27_10_2009/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00nd1c8/Farming_Today_27_10_2009/
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Thetford Forest Park, East Anglia, the Forestry Commission’s Head Ranger, who manages the Forest,
told the programme:

‘My men have instructions to shoot wild boar on sight, if safe to do so. If wild boar got into
the forest they would be detrimental to the Breckland ecology’

‘We have lots of ground nesting birds, a lot of rare plants in the area.’

‘We will resist a wild boar population establishing on a public forest estate in any way we
can, be it with shooting, trapping or any legal method to stop them establishing a population here.’

‘We have men on the ground all times of the day and night who are trained for wildlife duties,
controlling deer, rabbits, hares, that sort of thing. They are out at night as well. So there are eyes on

the ground all the time.””

It is a fact that where wild boar occur, there is likely to be interference to domestic pig units from
free-living wild boar. This is always going to be a problem area and is highlighted on the website on

page http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/Livestock.html. To-date, most interference is between wild

boar and domestic pigs in small-scale pig units or in petting zoos, but the day will come when a male
wild boar enters a large free-ranging domestic pig unit, and then the fun will begin, so-to-speak.
What | find interesting is the suggestion that wild boar are not wanted because they are detrimental to
the woodlands ecology. Wild boar are a former native species, and woodlands (including their
associated ground-nesting birds and rare plants) would have grown up with wild boar rooting about in
it. Wild boar would actually be necessary for the woodlands’ ecology. However, Thetford Forest is
man-made in quite recent times (post first world war for timber production), so perhaps this particular
artificial woodland ecology is so far removed from the natural state that there are no place for wild
boar?

Although, as Thetford Forest Park is under public-ownership, | wonder if anyone thought to ask the
public what they thought, before the Forestry Commission decided to act as judge, jury and

executioner?

Freedom of information Act and wild boar

culling in the Dean

A month ago we used the Freedom of Information Act to ask the Forestry Commission how
many wild boar they had shot in the Dean (number, dates, and weights). The Commission had
been (typically?!) secretive about how they are managing the wild boar population so we
resorted to the Act to shed some light on the issue. This was in response to anecdotal reports
that boar numbers in the Dean were dwindling fast. The information has now come through,
and briefly, the figures up to August 2009 are:


http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/Livestock.html
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2008: 18 wild boar shot in total (11 males [8 adult]; 7 sows [4 adult])
2009: 32 wild boar shot in total (16 males [9 adult]; 16 females [6 adult])

Out of the 50 wild boar shot in total over the last 2 years, 19 were shot in the last 2 and a half

months, suggesting the FC are stepping up their efforts.

What | found most interesting is that when weights were taken into account, in the last 2
years only 10 sows of breeding weight were shot. This may seem a lot, but in wild boar
management terms, this is very few indeed, and less than | expected. Assuming the data they
sent is reasonably correct, my first thoughts are that if wild boar numbers are being
considerably reduced in the Dean, poaching or emigration away from the Dean (across the
River Wye and into Wales perhaps?) may be playing a greater role than first appreciated, in

addition to FC culling and Defra’s immunocontraception experiments.

University of Worcester survey l'\\ University
. of Worcester

The University of Worcester has designed a questionnaire to obtain an independent
understanding of people’s perceptions to the wild boar in the Forest of Dean. It is intended that
the data gathered will be used to inform the long-term management of the boar in the Forest of Dean.
If you would like to participate in this survey, the questionnaire can be answered on-line at:
http://www.fodboar.co.uk/FOD_Boar.html

Dog attacked in the Forest of Dean

The perspective of the dog owner (email received to the website)

"My dog was attacked on the early hours 0630 10th Nov 09 as we were doing our usual walk
in Whitecroft wood [Forest of Dean]. We have encountered two sows with a number of
young before, once a fair few months ago when the piglets were young she charged us but |
stood tall and she ran off. | saw them again a few weeks ago and the piglets were big so we

didn't think there was any danger.


http://www.fodboar.co.uk/FOD_Boar.html

www.britishwildboar.org.uk %

We were walking to Parkend from Whitecroft, Jamo, my older terrier was in front by about
30 foot, | don't put them on a lead as last time | encountered them it was difficult to keep
them safe and out the way off the charge. This time Jamo was attacked quite badly, although
I never saw the boar or attack, it sounded like there were a few escaping. Jamo's front leg was
badly fractured from a bite, his front teeth knocked out and I believe would have been killed
if 1 didn't charge myself and chase it off.

He very nearly lost his life due to infection and the extent of his injuries, but he now has
some external fixator on his leg which comprises of bolts in his bone and a brace. He is a
lucky dog to be alive and to have an owner who is willing to pay the vet bills to fix him.

I am of the opinion now that wild boar are a part of the Dangerous Animals Act for a reason,
and it is downright stupid that someone’s illegal stocking should be allowed to stand as a

native species. Thank you "

Jamo’s injuries, photos reproduced from Forest of Dean and Wye Valley Review

http://www.forest-and-wye-today.co.uk/tn/News.cfm?id=47969&headline=Emergency%20surgery%20saves%20Jamo's%20leg

And to add balance...

The perspective of a wild boar enthusiast



http://www.forest-and-wye-today.co.uk/tn/News.cfm?id=47969&headline=Emergency%20surgery%20saves%20Jamo's%20leg

www.britishwildboar.org.uk m

“This boar did nothing wrong and did nothing different than any other wild animal would
have done. It is only that the boar are able to fend off dogs that the tables have turned. How
many times have dogs chased deer fawns through the forest, scaring them half to death, with
the owners not giving a monkey's because they think their dog has more right in the forest
because they are domesticated? Well sorry, but it doesn't! It is unfortunate that the dog was
injured, but going to the media just highlights the fact that there are dogs running around our
forest, which are not being properly controlled by their owners?!? Plus it also gives the anti
wildlife scaremongers and armchair critics more fuel for their fire and believe me, there are
plenty of them out there!

Wild boar are nocturnal

The gentleman was walking his dog at 06.30am, it would have been quite dark at this time
and he used his torch to find his dog. If the dog was on a lead it would not have been in the
bushes, where it disturbed the sow and her young! | have no objection to walking a "safe"
dog unleashed, but if it gets into a scrape, blame yourself, not the animal responsible for

protecting its young as this is unfair and wrong!

Signs are posted in the
Forest of Dean
warning people to
keep their dogs on a
lead

Unleashed dogs
Up until now, dogs have been able to run riot around our forest unleashed, scaring and
attacking our wildlife without fear of anything. Most of these incidents go unreported as

nobody is going to report their own dog for attacking a wild animal are they? Now there is an
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animal, which can stick up for itself and is not afraid of dogs, some people think they have no

place in our forest?

The wild boar are native to Britain

If people want to go down that route, the boar have more right to be here than the fallow deer
have, as the fallow deer are not native! They were introduced by the Normans because they
hunted the wild boar to extinction in the UK! They did try numerous reintroduction
programmes, but guess what? They hunted them to extinction again and again before they
could become re-established. So the wild boar does have a place in our forest, more so than
you think. What we must remember is that the forest is a wild place with wild animals. If you
are worried about the boar and your dogs, keep them on a lead where you suspect there are
boar and walk in the daytime when you can see your dog at all times. The owner of the
injured dog states that this was not his first encounter and that the boar have been seen
frequently in the area where his dog disturbed the boar.”

Extracted from Rob Wards’ web blog
http://robwardwildlifephotography.blogspot.com/2009 11 01 archive.html

Educational Materials to Forest of Dean Primary Schools

Following a presentation about wild boar in Britain that |

was invited to deliver to a meeting of Fauna & Flora wILD g .
our n€w neighbours.

International - North West Group, we very kindly
received a donation of £350 from the group. We have
used the donation to help fund the distribution

of educational material (the booklet 'Wild Boar - Our
New Neighbours') to all primary schools within the
Forest of Dean, where the wild boars' presence is most
keenly felt. The distribution of educational material is a
goal of the British Wild Boar organisation, and the first
20 booklets have been sent.


http://robwardwildlifephotography.blogspot.com/2009_11_01_archive.html
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If, and when, any feedback is received from the primary schools, and assuming the feedback is
positive, we will use further donations to extend the scheme to other areas of the country with a wild
boar presence.

Wild boar to control the spread of Bracken

A wild boars’ rooting activity is usually castigated as being ‘damaging’ to woodland by those with
little knowledge of the species or an understanding of ecological principles. However, rooting is
beneficial to woodland ecology and pioneering work is underway in Scotland to harness and

manipulate this rooting activity to benefit forest regeneration. | quote from a BBC website:

Wild boar have been released into a forest in a bid to aid the regeneration of ancient
Caledonian woodland.

Photo reproduced from BBC
website quoted below

“Forres-based charity Trees for Life will keep the six animals in a 30.4 acre enclosure on its
Dundreggan Estate in Glen Moriston, Inverness-shire. It hopes the boar will control the
spread of bracken which shades out other wild plants. Once a native species, the mammal
was hunted to extinction in the UK by the 13th Century. The boar have been donated from
the Highland Wildlife Park at Kincriag, near Kingussie, and will be introduced to an area of

ancient birch wood”.

The complete article can be viewed here:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands and islands/8370348.stm



http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/8370348.stm
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The end

As always, opinions and ideas most welcome. Email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk

Do please circulate this newsletter to any other persons or parties who may also have an

interest in the wild boar.

Kind regards

Dr Martin Goulding

www.britishwildboar.org.uk

comment@britishwildboar.org.uk

mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk

Please note that your email address will never be passed to a third party, nor will it ever be used for advertising purposes
or to send you junk mail of any kind. If you ask to go on the newsletter list then change your mind, you will be removed as
soon as | am notified. —email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk. This is a free service purely to keep interested parties

aware of what is happening in the world of wild boar, and a way of keeping the www.britishwildboar.org.uk website

moving forward. The frequency of updates will depend on what is happening out there, but | envisage an average of about

one a month.
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