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Dear All,
Welcome taJanuan201® sewsletter, with updates on what has been happenihg wi
Britainds wi |l.dthabbeena busyomoniH fa wild boarsiews, and the main stories of

interest are captured below

Wild boar added to list of banned species

Wild boar ecotourism in south east England
Wild boar to be culled
Wild boar down amongst the rubbish

Friends of the Wild Boar group

Wild boar going the way of snakes in Ireland

Wild boar added to list of banned species

Defra have, rather surprisinglystaddedthe wild boarto the list of nomative species that pose a
threat to Britain's indignous animals. Wildlife Minister Huw Irrand2aviesis quoted as saying that
"It is essential that our native species are given the protection they need to flourish; 2010 is the
International Year of Biodiversity and it's more important than ever to dioaalive can to halt the

loss of biodiversityStopping the spread of invasive Apative species makes a real difference to the
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survival of our own native plants, birds and animal$i& protectioninvolves adding wild boar to a
list on Schedule 9 of The&ildlife and Countryside Actvhich prohibits the introduction into the wild
of any animal which does not normally live or visit Brit#iat is on the listTo do socarries a

maximum punishment of two years in jail and a £5,000 fine.

This is all verytrue,in thatwild boar should not be

deliberately released from captivity in the Wkcause
severaUK6wi | d boar 6 far mer s I d boar
domestic pig crosses, and should these animals be rele"v
either deliberately or inadvertently, they Mak detrimental 3
to the genetic purity of the frdeving populations, which
through sheer good luck appear to reasonably-prge. By
the way, determining genetic purity is a minefield in itself
but a good rule of thumb is that if it looks like a wildds,
acts like a wild boar, and fulfills the ecological niche of a
wild boar, then it is a wild boar. The UK populations A robin benefitting fromawild boar rootinghe

fulfil these criteria earth and exposing food in harsh conditions

But the ministecchooses t@verlook that wild boar are a former native speciegydRdless of whether

people are in favour of the reintroduced wild boar or not, the fachtista former native species our
indigenous fauna (and flora) evolved in conjunction with wild paad are more likely to benefit

from having the wild boar back, than nd& reintroduced wild boar population brings with it many
challenges and issues (both good and bad) that need to be comprehensively discussed, but to say they
are a threat to indigenous species, of which they are one, is puzzling to say thfedehstly a threia

to agricultual cropsi yed Outdoordomestic pigunitsi yed Nativewildlife i no! Unless the

minister has been embassingly misinformed,| wonder if he isvorking to aslightly different

agendahan the press release suggests?

TheDefra presselease is ofine here http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/091221d.humder the

heading:

Native wildlife given further protection in England and Wales


http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/091221d.htm
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Wild boar ecotourism in south east Egland

The first wild boar ecdiourism holidays are now available in the UK, in East Suskmay Farrant,

who farms at Beckley, near Rye, has been following the wild boar situation with great interest ever

since her hop fields were rooted up by the veidbéir, way back in 1996. The wild boar are still in the

area, and Jenny is the first farmer we are aware of to tap into the potentially lucrative market of wild

boar watching holidays/mifireaks by renting out her holiday cottages to the serious wildliés.

This is a great opportunity to
see wild boar in their natural
habitat, which you could not
do by just wandering through
the woods the wild boar in
East Sussex are not that daft
We wish Jenny every succes
with this venture as it is greal
to seelie wild boar being
used as a resource to genere
revenue for a farmer who has
suffered agricultural damage
from the boar, and the anima
still livesto seethe sunrise
the following day. You can
shoot an animabnly once,

but can watch it a multitude
of times and this is avin-

win situation all roundor
Jenny, the wild boar, the
local economy, and the wild

boarwatcher

Great Knelle Farm and Cottages

Visit the Wild Boars in East Sussex

- an eco-tourism experience!
Alew for 2010**

Day/night guided trips fo view wild boar in their natural habitat, we will visit
local woodland to view boar signd, dinner at P& g & i
the most excellent Rose and Crown in ¥
Beckley. and back to the farm to experience
the nightly visits of the boar in safety.

We plan to show visitors how it is quite possible for man and wild boar to
&—aﬁstwﬁhmuthcnmdmmchfmglmsorworse!

We offer a warm welcome to our self-catering holiday cottages on our organic,
traditional working Sussex Farm We - -

encourage our visitors to share the magic of
the farming year, from Lambing in the
Spring to Hop picking in the Autumn.

Herdsmen’s cottage
‘We encourage the serious nature

lover to enjoy otter watching on
the River Rother, plus two miles
i of coarse fishing.
Blacksmith’s cottage
Full details of cottages and tarrifs, visit www.greatknellefarmcottages.co.uk
Details of Guided tours on request:
Email: jfarmworld@aol com Tel: Jenny Farrant 01797 260321

Contact details: Jenny Farranffarmworld@aol.comlel: 01797 260321



mailto:jfarmworld@aol.com
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...and to highlighjust how exciting seeing frelesing wild boar can be, | paste in full this
email | received from a friend who had just seen some wild boar in the Forest of Dean. | thought
Bends words truly captured the excitement of the
Al went today &and gat iff tleerhidesfdr a couple of hours. It was absolutely freezing!
Eventually a boar stuck its head through the thick trees, and emerged in one of the 'corridors’ of grass.
All'l could really see was its back and top of its head, because sfdweand lie of the land. Then
another followed, then another, and so on. In all | think there wé@e Blany of the younger ones
had quite a red tinge to their bristles, which | don't remember ever having seen-rhysdifen I'm
not normally lucky eaugh to see them in dayligh&nnoyingly though, they walked pretty much in
single file, back in to the thick trees. | waited 5 minutes then they did the same thing at another, more
distant grassy corridor. They were clearly not going to head my wayyengdost in the thick forest.
| decided to try to track them down from the opposite direction and nearly killed myself running to
overtake them the long way rountlieventually spotted them and managed to get really close. | was
largely surrounded at erpoint, but they were pretty well dispersed, and although surrounded, | think
only 2 or 3 of them were aware of my presence at that ptihsay | watched them for half an hour
up close in all, and most of that time, most of them were totally unawane.d watched lots of
rooting going on, the snow didn't seem to present any problem whatsoever. | even saw a couple of
scuffles break out,
presumably over the best
rooting spots.l managed to
take a lot of photos, but not
many are worthy of sharing
redly - it was predusk, and
they're really hard to get any
detail on in the bright snow
without severely over

exposing. Nevertheless, it

was definitely one of my best
boar experiences. I'm kind of
wishing I'd gone even closer for the flash to have beew mibective, but as it was | still managed to
get within just a few metres of one of thesnyway, here's the first picture...

http://www.flickr.com/photos/frotcott/4260005287As always feel free to use it on your site if you

~

want to. And excuse the lack of paragraplis' m exci ted! :) 0


http://www.flickr.com/photos/frotcott/4260005287/
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Wild boar to be culled

Recently(January 03, 201Q) story appeared in a local newspaper in the Forest of Dean, headlining

i | d boar .WUnderstamdabty,uhislga hedjungle drums beating very loudly amongst those

who do not want the wil d Thedeelpigdnow doccepy tangd areastbf T h e
the Dean and are damaging the ancient woodladagreement has been rezthetween the

Forestry Commi ssion, Forest of Dean District Cou
numbers. the burgeoning population is a problenthey breed from between seven and nine months

old and can be pregnant again within weekgiwing birth. There is a potential for the population to

explode and there wild/l be culling. o

It transpires that the story was completely madewith no basis in fact whatsoevéihe story is

nevertheless exasperating because it refers to the wildhb®war 6 f e r a | pi gs-Geral whi ch t
pigs are escaped domestic pigs gone wild, and not wild boar, which are a former native species. And
wild boar dondt get pregnant within weeks of giv
3 months!Also, | would argue that wild boar rejuvenate ancient woodland, rather than damage it

Suchpoor reportingmisinforms the public antinders the proper discussion of the pros and cons of

wild boar.

I't also doesndot hel p hashdfficHtenows time with Gewildtoa asiiton, wh
is. For example, some people/organisations want the boar the FC to shoot all the boar, some a few,

and some none at all. And the FC have to do this with limited manpower and limited budget, whilst

every movas reported in the press, and interfering bhsglies [like us!] use the Freedom of

Information Act to get information on cull numbers.

The FC we are informed are still sticking to a p

because theutl numbers obtained from the Freedom of Information Act rathéedxéiis claim).

Thedodgystory is on this link:
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild -boar-culled/article -
1667370 detail/article.html



http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild-boar-culled/article-1667370-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild-boar-culled/article-1667370-detail/article.html
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Wild boar down amongst the rubbish

Again in the Dean, wildboarwere more accurately reported in the press to be ransditiéndpins.

This wasreported this to be a result of the cold weather freezing the soil so the boar could not root for
food, and where driven to rummage through bins due to hutigkey were picking up the rubbish

bags in their mouths and

shaking them ntil they

ripped open. Because I've got

. ababy there were nappy bags
J

—

jl-/? ‘ and everything. It was
v ’, - horri.vdstg & fact,
; this is typical wild boar
./, |
behaviouwherever wild boar

B o
» live close to an urban

e o $~ . environment, and was a résu
- Y by ‘
A NGE -—I- - -

A 4 of rubbish being left out as

the bin men coul d_nét col |l ect_ due to the icy road
where wild boar roamlocal bylaws onlypermitrubbish to be put outside dime day of collection,

and not to be left out overnight. Now the boathe Dearhave turned on to thivay of feeding, they

are likely to returpand other boar will copy this behaviour. Maybe it is tiresimilar byelaws in

the Deaf?

To illustrate thewild boar scavenging potential, | paste in the followindyEs ofscavenging
continental wild boarwith no snow in sight add that | find it rather sad to see wild animals
scavenging in this way, whether it ivdd boar, foxes, seagulls or polar bears on National

Geographic!
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And to highlight how news travels fastrass the globe, this story was picked up by an Ethiopian

newspapehttp://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/1162dnd an Australian breakfast radio show

http://blogs.abc.net.au/wa/2010/01/whdarsonthe-high-street.html?program=720 eoins breakfast

The Telegrap® online version can be viewed here

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/6973152/Wild-boar-ransacking-rubbish-bins.html

Friends of the Wild Boar group

Stayingin theForest of Dean, aewgroup is being set up to fight féme rights of thavild boar in the

Forest.District councillor Alastair Fraser is forming the Friends of the Wild Boar granga press

story reporting this event can be found here
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Grotfprmed-fight-protection

boar/article-1731396detail/article.html

Wild boar going the way of snakes in Ireland

Across thewvaternowto Ireland,andsightings of wild boar have increasingly been popping
upint he Emerald | sles Owhere the moduetdniyi ns

reported in thérish press was this article:

of


http://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/11621
http://blogs.abc.net.au/wa/2010/01/wild-boars-on-the-high-street.html?program=720_eoins_breakfast
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/6973152/Wild-boar-ransacking-rubbish-bins.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Group-formed-fight-protection-boar/article-1731396-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Group-formed-fight-protection-boar/article-1731396-detail/article.html
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60Among the wil dlnigf ef odre sfpoeorda tienl yl rfedraangdi6 s i cy
unknown numbers of Sus scrofa, the wild boar of Europe. Recent sightings and shootings

have confirmed a quite widespread presence of the animal in Leinster and elsewhere,

including whole familieswithgil et s. . . 0.
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/weekend/2010/0123/1224262897840.html|

However, to thdrish authorities wild boar are even less welcome than theylipitigere in mainland
Britain. For example, the | atter day St Patrick,

I r e |hepo/dvéwn.invasivespeciesireland.corhas contingency plans in plateerid Ireland of all

freelliving wild boar. The blurb in the report under the heading Species of Cong¥ild Boar,

states that:

Wild boar became extinct in Ireland in prehistoric times. In modern day Ireland, this species would
pose a serious thread biodiversity, human health and safety and economic activities. Wild boar,
with no natural predators (historically the wolf predated on wild boar) would expand unchallenged
and would significantly harm agricultural activities and necessitate expensd/eaninuous

management.

Like other introduced mammals, wild boar are major drivers of ecosystem change. This species has
been introduced into many parts of the world, and is known to damage crops, gardens, amenity areas
as well as potentially spreadingsease. They uproot large areas of land, eliminating native

vegetation and spreading weeds. This results in habitat alteration, a change in plant succession and

composition and a decrease in native fauna dependent on the original habitat.

http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%?2
0ODeer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf

ltisunusualér a f ormer native species to be called 06i
6reclaimingd may be more appropriate word. But w
boarbehaviourseemed confused with feral pig behaviour. Feral pigs are escapegtit pigs, such

as those that are running amok in Australia, New Zealand, and Ariiexicare they were never

native in the first place. These animals can be walking ecological disaster zones as the habitat did not
evolve in conjunction with pigs,ande pl ants often canét cope with t

from wild boar in Britain, and Ireland, where the habitat did evolve in conjunction.


http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/weekend/2010/0123/1224262897840.html
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%20Deer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%20Deer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf
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Then | realized theprobably were confuse@vhenthey gave the game away by printing a picture of

an Australian feral pig on their website wherever they referred to wild boar. The feral pig picture is
lifted from the bookMahagtnfjevaeltpbgatienpAsssr al
Choquenot, John Mcllroy and Terry Korn. Tiheo o publisity notes state thas the first book to

provide a comprehensive review of the history and biology of feral pigs in Australia, the damage they
cause, and community attitudes to feral pig management. | have a copy on my desk, it is a very good

book, butabout as relevant to wild boar in Ireland as a recipe for snake casserole.

Book on feral pigsn Australia InvasiveSpeci es | relandébés depicti

Contrary to I relandds si t uhaGB noamagtives skoeetagaty doesv al e n't
not listwild boar as an invading speciegive ladifference!

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cim?uded



https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=47
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The end

As always, opinions and ideas most welcome. Epwaiment@ britishwildboar.org.uk

Do pleaseirculate this newsletter to any other persons or parties who may also have an
interest in he wild boar.

Kindestregards

Dr Martin Goulding

www.britishwildboar.org.uk

comment@britishwildboar.org.uk

mijgoulding@mijgoulding.freesenae.uk

Please note that your email address will never be passed to a third party, nor will it ever be used for advertising purposes
or to send you junk mail of any kind. If you ask to go on the newsletter list then change your mind, you will be resnoved a
soon aswve arenotified. ¢ emailcomment@britishwildboar.org.ukThis is a free service purely to keep interested parties

aware of what is happening in the world of wild bpand a way of keeping theww.britishwildboar.org.ukwvebsite

moving forward. The frequency of updates will depend on what is happening out there, but | envisage an average of about

one a month
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