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óInteresting happenings occurring with Britainôs free-living wild boarô  

  

Dear All,  

 Welcome to January 2010ôs newsletter, with updates on what has been happening with 

Britainôs wild boar populations. It has been a busy month for wild boar news, and the main stories of 

interest are captured below: 

 

 

Wild boar added to list of banned species  

Wild boar ecotourism in south east England 

Wild boar to be culled  

Wild boar down amongst the rubbish 

Friends of the Wild Boar group 

Wild boar going the way of snakes in Ireland 

 

 

  

 

 

Wild boar added to list of banned species 

   

Defra have, rather surprisingly, just added the wild boar to the list of non-native species that pose a 

threat to Britain's indigenous animals. Wildlife Minister Huw Irranca-Davies is quoted as saying that 

"It is essential that our native species are given the protection they need to flourish; 2010 is the 

International Year of Biodiversity and it's more important than ever to do all that we can to halt the 

loss of biodiversity. Stopping the spread of invasive non-native species makes a real difference to the 
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survival of our own native plants, birds and animals." The protection involves adding wild boar to a 

list on Schedule 9 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act which prohibits the introduction into the wild 

of any animal which does not normally live or visit Britain that is on the list. To do so, carries a 

maximum punishment of two years in jail and a £5,000 fine. 

 

This is all very true, in that wild boar should not be 

deliberately released from captivity in the UK because 

several UK ówild boarô farmers actually farm wild boar x 

domestic pig crosses, and should these animals be released, 

either deliberately or inadvertently, they will be detrimental 

to the genetic purity of the free-living populations, which 

through sheer good luck appear to reasonably pure-bred. By 

the way, determining genetic purity is a minefield in itself, 

but a good rule of thumb is that if it looks like a wild boar, 

acts like a wild boar, and fulfills the ecological niche of a 

wild boar, then it is a wild boar. The UK populations  

fulfil  these criteria.         

 

But the minister chooses to overlook that wild boar are a former native species. Regardless of whether 

people are in favour of the reintroduced wild boar or not, the fact is that as a former native species our 

indigenous fauna (and flora) evolved in conjunction with wild boar, and are more likely to benefit 

from having the wild boar back, than not.  A reintroduced wild boar population brings with it many 

challenges and issues (both good and bad) that need to be comprehensively discussed, but to say they 

are a threat to indigenous species, of which they are one, is puzzling to say the least. Are they a threat 

to agricultural crops ï yes! Outdoor domestic pig units ï yes! Native wildlife ï no! Unless the 

minister has been embarrassingly misinformed, I wonder if he is working to a slightly different 

agenda than the press release suggests?  

 

The Defra press-release is on-line here: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/091221d.htm, under the 

heading: 

 

Native wildlife given further protection in England and Wales  

 

 

 

 

 

A robin benefitting from a wild boar rooting the 

earth and exposing food in harsh conditions 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/091221d.htm
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Wild boar ecotourism in south east England 

 

The first wild boar eco-tourism holidays are now available in the UK, in East Sussex. Jenny Farrant, 

who farms at Beckley, near Rye, has been following the wild boar situation with great interest ever 

since her hop fields were rooted up by the wild boar, way back in 1996. The wild boar are still in the 

area, and Jenny is the first farmer we are aware of to tap into the potentially lucrative market of wild 

boar watching holidays/mini-breaks by renting out her holiday cottages to the serious wildlife lover. 

This is a great opportunity to 

see wild boar in their natural 

habitat, which you could not 

do by just wandering through 

the woods - the wild boar in 

East Sussex are not that daft. 

We wish Jenny every success 

with this venture as it is great 

to see the wild boar being 

used as a resource to generate 

revenue for a farmer who has 

suffered agricultural damage 

from the boar, and the animal 

still lives to see the sunrise 

the following day. You can 

shoot an animal only once, 

but can watch it a multitude 

of times, and this is a win-

win situation all round for 

Jenny, the wild boar, the 

local economy, and the wild 

boar-watcher.  

 

 

Contact details: Jenny Farrant  jfarmworld@aol.com Tel: 01797 260321 

 

 

mailto:jfarmworld@aol.com
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 ...and to highlight just how exciting seeing free-living wild boar can be, I paste in full this 

email I received from a friend who had just seen some wild boar in the Forest of Dean. I thought 

Benôs words truly captured the excitement of the moment.  

 

ñI went to the forest today and sat in the hide for a couple of hours. It was absolutely freezing! 

 Eventually a boar stuck its head through the thick trees, and emerged in one of the 'corridors' of grass.  

All I could really see was its back and top of its head, because of the snow and lie of the land. Then 

another followed, then another, and so on. In all I think there were 8-10. Many of the younger ones 

had quite a red tinge to their bristles, which I don't remember ever having seen myself - but then I'm 

not normally lucky enough to see them in daylight.  Annoyingly though, they walked pretty much in 

single file, back in to the thick trees. I waited 5 minutes then they did the same thing at another, more 

distant grassy corridor. They were clearly not going to head my way, and were lost in the thick forest. 

 I decided to try to track them down from the opposite direction and nearly killed myself running to 

overtake them the long way round!  I eventually spotted them and managed to get really close. I was 

largely surrounded at one point, but they were pretty well dispersed, and although surrounded, I think 

only 2 or 3 of them were aware of my presence at that point.  I'd say I watched them for half an hour 

up close in all, and most of that time, most of them were totally unaware of me.  I watched lots of 

rooting going on, the snow didn't seem to present any problem whatsoever. I even saw a couple of 

scuffles break out, 

presumably over the best 

rooting spots.  I managed to 

take a lot of photos, but not 

many are worthy of sharing 

really - it was pre-dusk, and 

they're really hard to get any 

detail on in the bright snow 

without severely over-

exposing.  Nevertheless, it 

was definitely one of my best 

boar experiences. I'm kind of 

wishing I'd gone even closer for the flash to have been more effective, but as it was I still managed to 

get within just a few metres of one of them.  Anyway, here's the first picture... 

 http://www.flickr.com/photos/frotcott/4260005287/.  As always, feel free to use it on your site if you 

want to.  And excuse the lack of paragraphs - I'm excited! :)ò 

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/frotcott/4260005287/
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Wild boar to be culled 

 

Recently (January 03, 2010) a story appeared in a local newspaper in the Forest of Dean, headlining 

óWild boar to be culledô. Understandably, this got the jungle drums beating very loudly amongst those 

who do not want the wild boar to be culled. The article ran ñThe feral pigs now occupy large areas of 

the Dean and are damaging the ancient woodland... an agreement has been reached between the 

Forestry Commission, Forest of Dean District Council and the Verderersô Court on how to maintain 

numbers...  the burgeoning population is a problem... they breed from between seven and nine months 

old and can be pregnant again within weeks of giving birth. There is a potential for the population to 

explode and there will be culling.ò 

 

It transpires that the story was completely made up, with no basis in fact whatsoever. The story is 

nevertheless exasperating because it refers to the wild boar as óferal pigsô, which they are not - feral 

pigs are escaped domestic pigs gone wild, and not wild boar, which are a former native species. And 

wild boar donôt get pregnant within weeks of giving birth as the young are not fully weaned for about 

3 months! Also, I would argue that wild boar rejuvenate ancient woodland, rather than damage it. 

Such poor reporting misinforms the public and hinders the proper discussion of the pros and cons of 

wild boar.  

 

It also doesnôt help the Forestry Commission, who has a difficult enough time with the wild boar as it 

is. For example, some people/organisations want the boar the FC to shoot all the boar, some a few, 

and some none at all. And the FC have to do this with limited manpower and limited budget, whilst 

every move is reported in the press, and interfering busy-bodies [like us!] use the Freedom of 

Information Act to get information on cull numbers.     

 

The FC we are informed are still sticking to a policy of only culling óproblemô animals (allegedly! ï 

because the cull numbers obtained from the Freedom of Information Act rather belies this claim). 

 

The dodgy story is on this link: 

http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild -boar-culled/article -

1667370-detail/article.html  

 

 

 

 

http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild-boar-culled/article-1667370-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/gloucestershireheadlines/Wild-boar-culled/article-1667370-detail/article.html
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Wild boar down amongst the rubbish 

 

Again in the Dean, wild boar were more accurately reported in the press to be ransacking litter bins. 

This was reported this to be a result of the cold weather freezing the soil so the boar could not root for 

food, and where driven to rummage through bins due to hunger. ''They were picking up the rubbish 

bags in their mouths and 

shaking them until they 

ripped open. Because I've got 

a baby there were nappy bags 

and everything. It was 

horribleò  ...nasty!  In fact, 

this is typical wild boar 

behaviour wherever wild boar 

live close to an urban 

environment, and was a result 

of rubbish being left out as 

the bin men couldnôt collect due to the icy road conditions. On the continent, in several urban areas 

where wild boar roam, local by-laws only permit rubbish to be put outside on the day of collection, 

and not to be left out overnight. Now the boar in the Dean have turned on to this way of feeding, they 

are likely to return, and other boar will copy this behaviour. Maybe it is time for similar bye-laws in 

the Dean? 

 

To illustrate the wild boar scavenging potential, I paste in the following pictures of scavenging 

continental wild boar, with no snow in sight. I add that I find it rather sad to see wild animals 

scavenging in this way, whether it be wild boar, foxes, seagulls or polar bears on National 

Geographic!   

Photo: Roxanne Blake 
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And to highlight how news travels fast across the globe, this story was picked up by an Ethiopian 

newspaper http://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/11621, and an Australian breakfast radio show 

http://blogs.abc.net.au/wa/2010/01/wild-boars-on-the-high-street.html?program=720_eoins_breakfast 

 

The TelegraphΩs on-line version can be viewed here: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/6973152/Wild-boar-ransacking-rubbish-bins.html 

 

 

Friends of the Wild Boar group 

 

Staying in the Forest of Dean, a new group is being set up to fight for the rights of the wild boar in the 

Forest. District councillor Alastair Fraser is forming the Friends of the Wild Boar group, and a press 

story reporting this event can be found here: 

http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Group-formed-fight-protection-

boar/article-1731396-detail/article.html 

 

 

Wild boar going the way of snakes in Ireland 

Across the water now to Ireland, and sightings of wild boar have increasingly been popping 

up in the Emerald Isles ówhere the mountains of moorland reach down to seaô, and recently 

reported in the Irish press was this article:  

http://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/11621
http://blogs.abc.net.au/wa/2010/01/wild-boars-on-the-high-street.html?program=720_eoins_breakfast
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/6973152/Wild-boar-ransacking-rubbish-bins.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Group-formed-fight-protection-boar/article-1731396-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/forest/headlines/Group-formed-fight-protection-boar/article-1731396-detail/article.html
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óAmong the wildlife desperately foraging for food in Irelandôs icy New Year landscape were 

unknown numbers of Sus scrofa, the wild boar of Europe. Recent sightings and shootings 

have confirmed a quite widespread presence of the animal in Leinster and elsewhere, 

including whole families with piglets...ô. 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/weekend/2010/0123/1224262897840.html 

However, to the Irish authorities wild boar are even less welcome than they initially were in mainland 

Britain. For example, the latter day St Patrick, in the guise of the organisation óInvasive Species 

Irelandô http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/, has contingency plans in place to rid Ireland of all 

free-living wild boar. The blurb in the report under the heading Species of Concern ï Wild Boar, 

states that: 

 

Wild boar became extinct in Ireland in prehistoric times. In modern day Ireland, this species would 

pose a serious threat to biodiversity, human health and safety and economic activities. Wild boar, 

with no natural predators (historically the wolf predated on wild boar) would expand unchallenged 

and would significantly harm agricultural activities and necessitate expensive and continuous 

management. 

 

Like other introduced mammals, wild boar are major drivers of ecosystem change. This species has 

been introduced into many parts of the world, and is known to damage crops, gardens, amenity areas 

as well as potentially spreading disease. They uproot large areas of land, eliminating native 

vegetation and spreading weeds. This results in habitat alteration, a change in plant succession and 

composition and a decrease in native fauna dependent on the original habitat. 

 

http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%2

0Deer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf 

 

It is unusual for a former native species to be called óinvasiveô, and some would argue that 

óreclaimingô may be more appropriate word. But what I noticed was the reportôs claims about wild 

boar behaviour seemed confused with feral pig behaviour. Feral pigs are escaped domestic pigs, such 

as those that are running amok in Australia, New Zealand, and America ï where they were never 

native in the first place. These animals can be walking ecological disaster zones as the habitat did not 

evolve in conjunction with pigs, and the plants often canôt cope with the disturbance. This is distinct 

from wild boar in Britain, and Ireland, where the habitat did evolve in conjunction.  

 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/weekend/2010/0123/1224262897840.html
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%20Deer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf
http://www.invasivespeciesireland.com/files/public/Management%20contingency/Non%20Native%20Deer%20and%20wild%20boar.pdf
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Then I realized they probably were confused, when they gave the game away by printing a picture of 

an Australian feral pig on their website wherever they referred to wild boar. The feral pig picture is 

lifted from the book about feral pigs in Australia óManaging vertebrate pests : feral pigsô by David 

Choquenot, John McIlroy and Terry Korn.  The bookôs publicity notes state that is the first book to 

provide a comprehensive review of the history and biology of feral pigs in Australia, the damage they 

cause, and community attitudes to feral pig management.  I have a copy on my desk, it is a very good 

book, but about as relevant to wild boar in Ireland as a recipe for snake casserole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Book on feral pigs in Australia   Invasive Species Irelandôs depiction of a ówild boarô 

 

 

Contrary to Irelandôs situation, the equivalent body in the UK, the GB non-natives secretariat, does 

not list wild boar as an invading species - vive la difference!  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=47 

 

 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/index.cfm?sectionid=47
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The end 

As always, opinions and ideas most welcome. Email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk 

 

Do please circulate this newsletter to any other persons or parties who may also have an 

interest in the wild boar.  

 

Kindest regards 

 

Dr Martin Goulding 

www.britishwildboar.org.uk 

comment@britishwildboar.org.uk 

mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk 

 

 

Please note that your email address will never be passed to a third party, nor will it ever be used for advertising purposes 

or to send you junk mail of any kind. If you ask to go on the newsletter list then change your mind, you will be removed as 

soon as we are notified. ς email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk. This is a free service purely to keep interested parties 

aware of what is happening in the world of wild boar, and a way of keeping the www.britishwildboar.org.uk website 

moving forward. The frequency of updates will depend on what is happening out there, but I envisage an average of about 

one a month. 

mailto:comment@britishwildboar.org.uk
mailto:comment@britishwildboar.org.uk
mailto:mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/

