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Dear All,
Welcome to July 2010’s newsletter, with updates on what has been happening with

Britain’s wild boar populations. The main stories of interest are captured below.

Sow suckling young in the

Forest of Dean

(©Ben Locke,
http://iwww.benlockephotography
.co.uk)
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Good Practice Guides

In February 2008, Defra produced their Wild Boar Action Plan, which explains ‘Defra’s

policy on the management of feral wild boar populations and outlines who will have
responsibility for its delivery’ One section of the plan was titled Ensuring high quality
advice’, and the blurb continued, 6The Defra family in partnership with the Deer Initiative
(DI) will coordinate a range of authoritative advice regarding feral wild boar which will

include:

* Guidance for land managers on the impacts of wild boar and their management.
* Guidance on welfare such as minimum recommended firearm calibres.

* Guidance on best practice and safe shooting.

* Guidance on carcass handling including meat for human consumption and waste
disposal.

* Advice to aid hunters, gamekeepers and stalkers in disease identification.

* Public awareness of wild boar including safety advice.

* Advice on dealing with wounded wild boar.

* Advice for keepers of wild boar and Local Authorities to minimise the risk of

further escapes.

This is all good stuff, and guess what? The ‘high quality advice’ has finally begun to arrive in
a series of Good Practice Guides. It only took 2 years and 5 months, but better late than

never! The guides are pasted in below with a hyperlink to the actual .pdf.

If you get chance, have a read and please let us know what you think!

(comment@britishwildboar.org.uk)


http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/feralwildboar_tcm6-4508.pdf
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FENCING

SHOOTING WILD BOAR =

[Downloads available free here http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/bestpractice.html]

First dog killed T was it was only a matter of time?

Good practice guides to increase awareness of the wild boar can only be a good thing, but in
this next case have arrived too late, as the first domestic dog to be killed in Britain by a wild

boar recently occurred. Reported in a local paper, under the headline dNarning after wild

boar savages r,thestorybegingr eyhound’

“A RESCUE greyhound had to be put down after being attacked by a wild boar in
woodland near the Speech House. Cara was the second dog to be attacked within
days and she was so badly injured vets could do nothing to save her. Now dog

owners are being warned to be on their guard during the boar breeding season.”


http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/bestpractice.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/news/Warning-wild-boar-gore-dogs/article-2218148-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/news/Warning-wild-boar-gore-dogs/article-2218148-detail/article.html
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Cara was a greyhound with the unfortunate distinction
of being the first dog to be killed by a free-living wild
boar

What disturbs me the most about this extremely sad event is the owner’s comment that "If |
had thought the boars were a danger, | would never have taken her to the Forest in the first

place".

The message that wild boar are a potential danger to dogs (and very rarely people) appears
not to be getting across.

Call to beef up warning signs on wild boar

In response to the death of the greyhound, the local press have reported that ‘Community
chiefs’ are to ask the Forestry Commission to beef up the ‘few, small signs currently seen at
popular public spaces like Beechenhurst and SoudBhairman Councillor Terry Hale
reportedly said: "The curret signs are very small and we need more warning for people
walking the trail§

...and the photo below shows he may have a point! (the wild boar warning sign is circled).
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http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/news/beef-warning-signs-wild-boar/article-2315681-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/topics/company/forestrycommission
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In a rich vein of form, the councillor reportedly states more wise words "There's never been a
boar attack on anybody yet, but if a human goes in to try to save their dog, they could be
attacked tod’

And these are indeed wise words; | quote from an email | recently received from a lady

reporting a sighting of a wild boar in Sussex

“We were in the woods on a footpath by the Bluebell Railway. My
husband said look over there and | thought it was a deer so | tried to grab the
dog as she tends to chase them. | saw a large very dark animal out of the
corner of my eye. My husband clearly saw a very large wild boar running
ahead up the path and it disappeared in the wood. | was just hugely relieved
that the dog did not see it as she would have confronted it and | would have

tried to protect her’

...an understandable reaction, but also a potentially disastrous one. But how can a dog owner
walking their dog act ‘correctly’ when in an area where there are wild boar, if they are not
even aware wild boar are in the area? The signs in the Forest of Dean may only be small, but
at least there are signs - there are none along the Bluebell Railway!

And did anyone else feel a slight loss of sympathy towards the lady when she noted that her

dog tends to chase the deer?

Brownie points however were lost by another councillor who, in the

same press article, slipped off message by stating “They [the ’
Forestry Commission] need to publicise it's the breeding season ‘-$

The Forestry Commission repeatedly tell us that the reason there is O ean

no close season on hunting (necessary to protect sows with dependent young from being shot)
is because the wild boar in the Forest breed all year roundWhich is partly true, but

conveniently hides the fact that the vast majority of piglets are actually born in the spring.

...the comment reportedly made by another councillor that “people should be made aware that

the boar detestdogs” is so wildly inaccurate it’s not to be dignified with a response.


http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/news/beef-warning-signs-wild-boar/article-2315681-detail/article.html
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How easy is it to see a wild boar in the Forest of dean?

There is one considerable difference between the wild boar in the Forest of Dean, and those
in other parts of the country; the boar in the Dean are still relatively tame, and have not yet
developed a healthy distrust of people. So, how easy is it to see a wild boar in the Dean —it’s
a piece of cake according the following blog from birder Peter Moore, which | reproduce

here.

Encounters with Boar

OVisiting parents in my native Forest of
Dean this weekend. The local paper was
full of letters from residents feeling
intimidated by Wild Boar in the Forest,
many demanding the usual human
response to unusual wildlife. It occurred
to me that a dusk drive around a few
likely spots might be worthwhile and

within 10 minutes | had to pull over to

let a family party of Wild Boar cross the
road in front of me, led by this female (above). Most moved on oblivious to the car but
one youngster turned and ran
towards me before thinking better of
it and following the others into the
bracken. Some of the juveniles still
had their stripy fur, the remains of
which can just be seen in this one
(right). Rounded off the evening with
a stag Fallow Deer and a roost of

eight Common Sandpipers at Cannop

Ponds.o

So, just 10 minutes to see a wild boar - if only life was always so simple!


http://petermooreblog.blogspot.com/2010/07/encounters-with-boar.html
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The price of shooting a wild boar in Britain

The website www.britishwildboar.org.uk strives to be non-judgemental, non-moralistic, and

to report faithfully about all aspects of the UK’s wild boar. As a consequence we are often
asked, ‘where can I go to shoot a wild boar’. And indeed there are now entrepreneurial people
who cater for this trade. For general interest, | paste in the text from the advert below, as seen

in an on-line shooting forum.

Due to an increase in our Dorset ground we have limited places

av aila ble for wild boar this coming season.

We hun t boar from September until the end of March each year . We

only hunt on the week of the full moon each month over baited feed

stands (we do not lamp any boar)

All of our hunting is done from fully enclosed and roofed high seats.

We can take up to three hunters per night for the boar.

The cost's for this are as follows . hunting £150.00 per person per night

There is a shot fee of £50.00 per beast

There are no trophy fee's on the boar if you are lucky enough to shoot

a trophy male there is no extra charg e.

This hunting is purely to keep the population in check and to limit the

amount of damage that the boar do to the ground.

Our success rate is very good as you can see from the pictures.

What struck me about this advert was the voluntary closed season in place, and considering
the demand to shoot a wild boar, what seems a relatively cheap price. Needless to say, there

were numerous responses aiming to book a place.


http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/
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However, elsewhere things are not looking too good for the wild boar. | reproduce an email

| was sent concerning wild boar numbers in East Sussex?

dls there any chance of a shooting season being put on the boar in the near
future? As a responsible hunting person myself and a game dealer, we have
been hunting boar for the last 10 years and | have to report on a dramatic
decline to the boar population in our area. It seems all and sundry are now
having a go, a lot are being shot at with 12bore shotguns and the evidence is
very clear when we skin them. When we are out there are guns going off all
the time and this last winter any sighting has become a very rare occurance. It
is our policy not to shoot matriarchal sows and where possible to kill any white
boar so we end up with a more pure bred wild boar. We feel that if things
continue as they are at present within a year or two wild boar will once again

become extinct in our areaé.

Finally, to end on an upbeat note, | add a hyperlink to 18 seconds of fantastic footage of free-

living wild boar in Britain trudging through the snow.

The end

As always, opinions and ideas most welcome. Please email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk

Do please circulate this newsletter to any other persons or parties who may also have an

interest in the wild boar.

Kindest regards

Dr Martin Goulding

www.britishwildboar.org.uk

comment@britishwildboar.org.uk

mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnWSDAN59Og
mailto:comment@britishwildboar.org.uk
mailto:comment@britishwildboar.org.uk
mailto:mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk
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Primary objective of www.britishwildboar.org.uk: Raise public awareness, and stimulate

interest and understanding about Britain's free-living wild boar populations.

Please note that your email address will never be passed to a third party, nor will it ever be used for advertising purposes or
to send you junk mail of any kind. If you ask to go on the newsletter list then change your mind, you will be removed as
soon as we are notified. — email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk. This is a free service purely to keep interested parties
aware of what is happening in the world of wild boar, and a way of keeping the www.britishwildboar.org.uk website moving

forward. The frequency of updates will depend on what is happening out there, but | envisage an average of about one every

other month.


http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/
http://www.britishwildboar.org.uk/

