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‘Interesting happenings occurring with Britain’s free-living 

wild boar’  
  

 

Dear All,  

 

 Welcome to May 2010’s newsletter, with updates on what has been happening with 

Britain’s wild boar populations, or may happen, if we don’t pay attention to wild boar 

populations elsewhere! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

      ...qualifying session for the long jump  
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All going wrong in Hamburg  
 

We begin away from home. Wild boar venturing into urban areas always causes a fuss, even 

in countries such as Germany, where the general public and the authorities are far more 

familiar with their wild boar than we are in the UK. However, even in Germany it can all go 

horribly wrong when a group of wild boar head for the bright lights. The photos below show 

this time there was no happy ending; shot dead by the office photocopier is not an appropriate 

end for any animal! Four other wild boar met their maker that night also. With reference to 

the UKs growing population, is forewarned forearmed?  

 

To quote from the press article:  

 
“Armed police had to gun down a wild boar that broke into the offices in Hamburg when a 

herd of the animals went on the rampage in the city's centre Officers armed with sub-

machine guns were called to the consultancy in Hamburg on Friday night after one of 12 

boars smashed through a window to enter the building. Stunned staff were evacuated as it 

crashed through open-plan office causing £12,000 of damage. It was shot dead next to the 

office photocopier. 

 

Seven other boar headed for the city's Volksdorf underground station. One was hit by a train 

though fortunately it did not derail any carriages as happened two months ago. It was also 

put down. The remaining six roamed freely before escaping back into the night. Three others 

were not so fortunate. Despite firefighters' attempt to rescue them they drowned after 

breaking through thin ice when crossing a lake in Volkersdorf. Encounters with wild boar are 



                                                            www.britishwildboar.org.uk 

 

becoming increasingly frequent in Germany as the animals get bolder and venture into cities 

in search of food.” 

 
 

 
 
     The way in - through the window    The view from inside 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 ‘Tooling up’     The inevitable consequence 
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Stop, Look, and Listen 
 

Staying in Germany, some fascinating research has been carried out using wild boar as crash 

test dummies. Wild boar in Germany, as in many countries, are a significant road traffic 

hazard. In the UK, wild boar can now be added to the list of species that pose a threat on our 

roads, so again, forewarned is definitely forearmed!    

 
“The crash test was conducted by ADAC, Europe's largest automobile club, to show the 

impact of a collision with an average sow and her two piglets. They used life-size models 

with the mother weighing 150 kilos and the piglets 50 kilos each. They were attached to a 

rolling platform. At the moment of impact the sow is hurled into the air as the vehicle 

smashes into it at 80 kilometers an hour (62 miles per hour)”.  

 

Now for the good news:  

"The collision with a horde of wild boars at 80 kilometers per hour needn't be life-threatening 

for the people inside the vehicle" ADAC said in a statement. "The front of the vehicle was 

damaged, but the passenger cell remained stable."  

 

“Unfortunately for the beasts caught in the headlights, ADAC recommended that drivers do 

not swerve to avoid the collision. „Trying to spare the animal's life by shifting to the opposite 

lane entails the far greater danger of smashing into an oncoming car‟, it said.” 
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The very useful conclusion: 

Driving advice regarding wild boar   

¶ Don't swerve to avoid animals - trying to spare the animal's life by shifting to the 

opposite lane carries a far greater risk of smashing into an oncoming car  

¶ If a wild boar appears suddenly, apply the brakes as hard as possible, keep a tight 
grip on the steering wheel and stay in the lane - in the worst case scenario, a 
collision with the animal has to be accepted  

¶ Driving slowly minimizes the risks, and dipping headlights gives the animal a 
chance to run away - they get fixated by a strong light beam  

The deliberate mistake: Anyone spot that the ‘sow’ has tusks and is therefore actually a 

male?  On a dark night it could also pass for a rhino, but let’s not belittle important research 

aiming to make us all that bit safer on the roads!  
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Bovine TB – it was only a matter of time 
 

Back in dear old Blighty, bovine TB has now been confirmed in the UKs free-living wild 

boar population near the Forest of Dean.  

 

Defra’s website reports on the issue thus:  

Lesions consistent with tuberculosis (TB) have been identified in a feral wild boar 

 

Lesions consistent with tuberculosis (TB) were identified in a feral wild boar from the Ross-

on-Wye area during post-mortem examination by the Veterinary laboratory Agency. Tissue 

culture results have come back positive for Mycobacterium bovis (M. bovis). The animal died 

during handling under anaesthesia as part of an ongoing research project carried out by the 

Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera). Fera conducts a number of research 

projects (on behalf of Defra) on the management of wild boar in this area. 

 

The feral wild boar population in England is relatively small and localised and so they are not 

currently considered a major disease threat to cattle.  TB caused by M.bovis has previously 

been diagnosed on two captive wild boar farms in the Southwest of England, in 2000 and 

2006 respectively. A previous Defra investigation of M.bovis infection prevalence in wildlife 

other than badgers included a small sample of free-living wild boar, but no evidence of this 

infection was identified at the time. 

 

The main public health risks arising from wild boar are occupational, for those working with 

the carcases in the field (hunters, researchers). We continue to advise basic personal 

hygiene practices, including wearing protective equipment to prevent cuts in the skin and to 

prevent exposure to infectious aerosols.  
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/abouttb/otherspecies.htm 

 
 

This is the same form of TB that badgers carry, although in reality many species of wild and 

domestic animals carry bovine TB, including domestic cats – and they are everywhere! 

Bovine TB is of great concern for the livestock farming community as a positive test result 

for bovine TB in a herd of cows means the slaughter of all infected animals.  

 

The importance Defra place on bovine TB can be better appreciated by a glance at this page 

on Defra’s website: 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/index.htm 

 

Bovine TB in wild boar is something I suspect we will be hearing more of in the future, 

although interestingly, the deer in the Forest of Dean are also carriers of bovine TB. 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/diseases/atoz/tb/index.htm
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Wild boar bid to boost use of Valley Park – not now! 
 

The following news article which appeared online caught our eye: 

http://www.thisissouthwales.co.uk/news/Wild-boar-bid-boost-use-valley-park/article-

1963124-detail/article.html  

“WILD boar should be brought back to 
Clyne Valley Country Park [Swansea] 
to bring the area's history to life. That's 
one of the ideas submitted to the newly 
formed Clyne Valley Community 
Project, which aims to make better use 
of the park. 

Sketty resident Dai Harde wrote to the 
secretary of the project, Kate Craven, 
to put forward the controversial idea of 
wild pigs being allowed to roam the 
valley. 

"The group wants to bring alive the 
heritage of the Clyne Valley and this 
animal was once an integral part of the 
habitat," he said.     Clyne Valley Country Park  

"Records show wild boar roamed the valley up to the 16th Century. They performed a vital role in 
grubbing up land, helping to regenerate woodland and cleaning up much of the pollution created by 
the small scale industrial processes of the time."  

Mr Harde also pointed out wild pigs were previously hunted by the gentry and were famous for their 
stamina and ferocity. 

"They were a valuable source of food for charcoal burners who populated the valley," he added. 

"There would be tremendous scope for boar in the valley today. They would be able to clear 
brambles, break down much of the dead wood and would be a great attraction for schoolchildren. 

"It would bring the history of the valley to life." 

A spokesman for the project said they welcomed all contributions and suggestions. "Mr Harde's 
suggestion is certainly novel," he said. 

"We will be asking our members whether or not they think reintroducing boar to the valley is a good 
idea.” 

 

We highlight the article because unfortunately for the forward thinking Sketty resident, 

releasing wild boar into the wild is now officially illegal, just since 6 April 2010, when wild 

boar were added to The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Variation of Schedule 9) 

(England and Wales) Order 2010.  This Order, which extends to England and Wales, lists 

http://www.thisissouthwales.co.uk/news/Wild-boar-bid-boost-use-valley-park/article-1963124-detail/article.html
http://www.thisissouthwales.co.uk/news/Wild-boar-bid-boost-use-valley-park/article-1963124-detail/article.html
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animals which may not be released or allowed to escape into the wild – including now wild 

boar.  

 

 

 

 

ñI'd value your thoughts on the attached photoò 
 

With regards to the Wildlife and Countryside Act, sometimes it can be a good thing to put the 

brakes on what can and can’t be released into the countryside, and wild boar are a fine 

example of how it can go wrong. We received several emails in the space of a few days 

concerning the ‘wild boar’ pictured below. We quote from one such email: 

 

 
“I'd value your thoughts on the attached photo, 
taken (by a neighbour's son) last Sunday on the 
Downs above Kingston (near Lewes). 
 
Whilst cycling over the Sussex Downs today, I 
came across a large (apparently) male boar 
hiding out in a thicket on top of the Downs, near 
Lewes. He wasn't that perturbed by my 
presence allowing me to get to within 10 metres 
of him, although he wasn't totally happy when I 
got closer. Despite a lack of tusks, he was quite 
large and there was some mutual respect with 
our distances. 

 
We followed this animal (young male?) west 
along Jugs Road on our walk this afternoon. It 
kept close to the fence and was unperturbed by 
us and a cyclist. On reaching a gate, it turned 
back and we got out the way. Once we were 
through the gate it returned (maybe expecting 
us to let it through!) at this point and with the 
safety of the gate between us, I was only a 
couple of feet away from it”. 

 

 
 Photo credit: Ashley Knowles 

 
 

The relevance to the Wildlife and Countryside Act is that this is not a wild boar, but a wild 

boar x domestic pig hybrid. The whitish coloured front left foot gives it away, although that is 

perhaps something only wild boar anoraks [like us] would spot. There are one or two other 

dubious markings visible, and the general body shape, including the ears, is just not right for 

a pure-bred wild boar. The tame demeanour also suggests it is a farm-reared animal, and only 
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recently escaped - the free-living wild boar in East Sussex are particularly wary of people, 

and would not be out in the open in the daytime.   

  
Two similar coloured animals turned up several miles away a week or two later, and the most 

likely scenario is that the animals were farm-reared and dumped when the owner could no 

longer keep them for whatever reason, or couldn’t bear to have them slaughtered (it often 

happens). However, if such hybrids were to breed with the pure free-living wild boar (and 

wild boar are not that fussy who they mate with amongst Sus scrofa species), then the genetic 

purity of the free-living wild boar would be diluted, which would not be a good thing. Wild 

boar should be wild boar, as for example, Scottish Wildcats should be Scottish Wildcats, and 

not Scottish Wildcat x local domestic Tabby cat cross. 

 

 

 

Wild boar near Brede, Sussex 
 

 

To show how the wild boar are recolonising southern Britain (whether this is a good or bad 

thing we leave to you!), we add this photo kindly sent in by a chap who was walking the 

woods looking for invertebrates to photograph. And all credit to his photographic skills that 

although he had his camera set for very close-up shots of itsy bitsy insects, when a group of 

whopping great wild boar (in comparison) came into sight, he was still able to take some 

interesting shots.  

 

 
“Last Sunday we were 
walking our dogs. As we 
neared the end of our 
walk I spied a group of 7 
wild boar making their 
way towards the path we 
were on. We grabbed the 
dogs and I managed to 
get a few shots of the 
group. Unfortunately my 
camera was set up for 
insect macro work but a 
bit of post processing 
saved some of the 
shots.” 
  
Photo credit:  
www.mikejacksonphotog
raphy.co.uk 

 

http://www.mikejacksonphotography.co.uk/
http://www.mikejacksonphotography.co.uk/
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It is very unusual to see wild boar out and about in daylight in the south east as they are 

particularly wary of people. The chap had chanced across what is referred to as a 'bachelor 

group' of yearling male animals all of a similar age, several of which will be related, that join 

up when they are kicked out from the maternal group as they begin to mature. Wild boar live 

in matriarchal societies of entirely female animals and although immature males are tolerated, 

mature males are not. When the young males mature (10-12 months old) they are driven 

away from the sow groups by the dominant male boar of the area as he sees them as 

competition for the sows coming into season. These displaced males form bachelor groups 

(which can also include immature sows on occasion) until they become big enough to 

challenge for sows themselves. 

  

  

 The end 
 

As always, opinions and ideas most welcome. Please email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk 

Do please circulate this newsletter to any other persons or parties who may also have an 

interest in the wild boar.  

 

Kindest regards 

 

Dr Martin Goulding 

www.britishwildboar.org.uk 

comment@britishwildboar.org.uk 

mjgoulding@mjgoulding.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Primary objective of 

www.britishwildboar.org.uk: Raise public awareness, and stimulate interest and 

understanding about Britain's free-living wild boar populations.  

 
Please note that your email address will never be passed to a third party, nor will it ever be used for advertising purposes or 

to send you junk mail of any kind. If you ask to go on the newsletter list then change your mind, you will be removed as 
soon as we are notified. – email comment@britishwildboar.org.uk. This is a free service purely to keep interested parties 

aware of what is happening in the world of wild boar, and a way of keeping the www.britishwildboar.org.uk website moving 

forward. The frequency of updates will depend on what is happening out there, but I envisage an average of about one every 

other month. 
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