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The wild boar action plan -
shooting in the dark?

Defra’s new action plan for wild boar simply offers a comfort break before assembling
guidance and coordinating the action that has long been obvious and necessary.

MARTIN GOULDING

In Februray Defra released its policy document on the management of wild boar
in England.' After reading it, the saying 'it is better to travel hopefully than to
arrive', sprang immediately to mind. Furthermore, the journey was long - over 10
years, and the ticket expensive: well over one million pounds of tax payers money
spent on research alone.” Regrettably, Defra has not delivered the first class service
we expected.

A list of eight action points frames the plan, with each action delegated to one or
more of the various government partners, for example, Natural England (NE), Deer
Initiative (DI), Food Standards Agency (FSA) and Lacor - see list below.

Forthcoming government advice on feral wild boar

e Guidance for land managers on the impacts of wild boar and their
management. (DI & NE)

¢ Guidance on welfare such as minimum recommended firearm calibers. (DI & NE)
* Guidance on best practice and safe shooting (DI)

¢ Guidance on carcass handling including meat for human consumption and
waste disposal (DI & FSA)

e Advice to aid hunters, gamekeepers and stalkers in disease identification (DI,
FSA & Defra)

e Public awareness of wild boar including safety advice (DI & NE)
¢ Advice on dealing with wounded wild boar (DI)

o Advice for keepers of wild boar and local authorities to minimise the risk of
further escapes (DI, NE, Local Authorities Coordinators Of Regulatory Services)
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These action points will eventually deliver useful information, but not today.
The journey still continues. This is just a comfort break. We have waited over 10
years and spent a small fortune just to be presented with a list of action points that
were obvious from day one, when the first wild boar set down a liberated trotter
on the outside of the fence. :

Action and management needed now
What is desperately needed today, and what should have been delivered, is advice
that is essential to enable the boar to be managed, borrowing a quote from the Deer
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